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Piedmont Chapter Activities Last Quarter—Toni Crouch SUMMER 2006

Three surveys have been executed at Bruce Jones property with good results. A local newspaper has
written an article regarding the property and survey. The Board hopesit will benefit fund raising for the
Flora of Virginia. Another survey is planned for June.

Mary Ann Gibbons reports that the book of John Trott’s newspaper columns has gone for editing and then
to press. Shewill let us know about coststo our chapter when it is due for printing. We hope to have it
available for Christmas sales.

Jane Hopkins of the Blandy Station Foundation in Culpeper met with Carrie Blair to have an initial
assessment of the property surrounding the Graffiti house and one meadow performed. Carrie may return
to see two other property sites later in the year.

The Oatlands evening program had two good speakers. $190 in was donated at the door. The Chapter is
adding to make a total $500 donation to the Oatlands historic Greenhouse generator purchase.

The Cedar Run Bluebell Walk with the Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) was well attended. Carrie
Blair had a prepared list of plantsfor the area. She felt VNPS might have benefited from an appropriate
introduction at the start of the walk.

Carrie Blair led five enthusiastic people along Goose Creek. Invasives seemed more prevalent than before.
We might want to consider doing during Earth Week next year.

Many people were out to see the Trillium at the
Thompson Wildlife Management Area, but no one came
for the Chapter’s noon walk. We had better luck at 2pm,
when Richard Stromberg led six people, al new to
VNPS, through the lovely Thompson trails.

We had excellent turnout for the walk led by Gary
Fleming at Calmes Neck. News of possible sale of the
property concerns the Piedmont board members. The
heirs of the previous owner of Calmes Neck have
verbally expressed interest in donating the fragile bluff
and riverfront (approx 10 acres) to the VNPS for
protection. The family is considering selling the
remaining 40 acresto developers. Saly Anderson
reported that the State Division of Natural History is not
interested in managing the site unless it can have all 50
acres. Saly and Michael Calley will inquire into alternatives for protecting the site, including, but not
limited to callsto Nature Conservancy, PEC, and private parties with the resources to possibly purchase
the site.

Large-flowered Trillium
Trillium grandifiorum
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The Virginia Native
Plant Society (VNPS),
founded as the Virginia
Wildflower Society in
1982, is a non-profit
organization of people
who share an interest in
Virginia's wild plants
and habitats and a
concern for their
protection.

The Piedmont Chapter
is a geographically
defined sub-group of
VNPS in the northern
point of Virginia east of
the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Itincludes
Loudoun, Fauquier,
Culpeper, Rappahan-
nock, Warren, Clarke,
and Frederick counties.

The Leaflet is published
quarterly by the Pied-
mont Chapter of VNPS.
Permission is granted to
reproduce material with
credit to the source.

The black and white
pictures in this printed
copy can be seen in
color online in The
Leaflet in the Newsletter
section of the VNPS
website (www.vnps.org)

The Leaflet Editor
Richard Stromberg

14 Martin Rd

Front Royal, VA 22630
risy@earthlink.net
540-631-0212
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Calendar of Events

Saturday Jun 17 9am-noon Bull Run Mountain
Bull Run Mountain Conservancy executive director Michael Kieffer will
discuss the topography, geology, and soils of the Bull Run Mountains
and how these physical factors contribute to variation in plant habitats
over the landscape. Then we will head into the field to get a first-hand
look at the various community types found in the natural area. Contact:
Michael Calley 703-727-8132 or mgcalley@msn.com.

Sunday Jun 18 9am-llam Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve
Carrie Blair will show us the flora of the varied natural habitats in this
protected area. Meet at the entrance to Banshee Reeks south of Lees-
burg at 21085 The Woods Road. Contact: Carrie Blair at 540-364-1232

Saturday July 9 10am-noon __ Stonyman Mtn, Shenandoah NP
Tour the short, botanically rich wooded path to the Stonyman summit
with Kristin Zimit. You may wish to extend this hike for scenic pleasure,
or travel to Big Meadow or Skyland for lunch afterwards. Contact Toni
Crouch 540-347-1040 or crouchbev@aol.com

Wednesday July 12 8 am-noon Field Botany in Fort Valley
VNPS members are invited to join Marion Lobstein’s Field Botany class
on their excursion to Fort Valley in the Massanutten Mountains west of
Front Royal. This field trip is tentative based on class scheduling.
Contact Toni Crouch 540-347-1040 or crouchbev@aol.com

Sunday July 30 5-7pm Wet Meadows near Waterford, VA
View rich, wet meadows at Bob and Karin MacDowells’ on Catoctin
Creek near Waterford, VA, while the purple fringeless orchid is blooming.
Bring a picnic and lawn chair. Contact Bob or Karin 540-882-9000.

Sunday Aug 13 10am-noon Deep Cut Manassas
The Battlefield meadows are at their best in the heat of August. Bring
lots of water. Easy walking. Contact Toni Crouch 540-347-1040 or
crouchbev@aol.com
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Editor's Corner

May istime for my spring trek
to Harpers Ferry to check on
Star-flowered Solomon’s Seal
(Maianthemum stellatum) in
the Appalachian Trail corridor
along the C& O Canal. Last
year | told you that all of the
Star-flowered Solomon’s Seal
populations seemed to be
expanding except for one.
That one had been the largest
population. In 2004 alarge
treefell acrossit. Last year |
had trouble finding this
population because Garlic
Mustard (Alliaria petiolata)
was so thick and tall. This
population of Star-flowered
Solomon’s Seal seemed to be
disappearing. Good news this
year: the Star-flowered
Solomon’s Seal population is
back in force (the others are
thriving too), and the Garlic
Mustard has almost
disappeared at thissiteand is
greatly reduced in the whole
area. Inthe pictures below,
you can see the triangular-
leaved Garlic Mustard
towering over the narrow
leaves of the Star-flowered
Solomon’s Seal in 2005, while
no Garlic Mustard appearsin
the 2006 picture.

At other places, such as
Thompson WMA, | have
felt that Garlic

Mustard as been

more abundant than
ever this year, but
along the

Appalachian Trail at
Harpers Ferry it has
receded, asit did

three years ago. | do
not know why.

- Richard Stromberg
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Garlic Mustard—Worse Than We Thought
—Richard Stromberg

Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) has invaded our country, taking over
areas from our native plants. Aswith most non-native, invasive plants, it
reproduces readily and faces no controlling influences, i.e., no diseases
or pests. One plant can produce thousands of seeds. Not even deer will
eat it. It dso hastwo other propertiesthat give it a significant
advantage. Firgt, it growswell in shade, so it can sprout and grow under
other plants. Second, itisabiennial, soinits second year, when it goes
to seed, it is up and growing before our native perennials have started.

Recent, controlled experiments have demonstrated that it also inhibits the
growth of other plants. Daniel Prati and Oliver Bossdorf demonstrated
reduced germination for a North American Geum (Geum laciniatum,
Rough Avens) compared to a European Geum (G. urbanum, Herb
Bennet) in soil where Garlic Mustard grew (“ Allelopathic inhibition of
germination by Alliaria petiolata”, American Journal of Botany.
2004;91:285-288; www.am;jbot.org/cgi/content/full/91/2/285).

In the May, 2006, issue of Public Library of Science (PLoS) Biology
(biology.plog ournal s.org/perl serv/?request=get-document& doi=10.1371
/journal .pbi0.0040140) a team headed by Kristina A. Stinson reported
that Garlic Mustard severely inhibits the growth of the mycorrhizal fungi
that is needed by many plantsto grow. Mycorrhizal fungi colonize the
roots of plants and send out an extensive network of filamentsinto the
soil helping the plant take up nutrients. The plant provides carbon to the
fungus. Dr. Stinson’s experiments compared growth in soil taken from
areas invaded by Garlic Mustard against growth in un-invaded soils.
They demonstrated massive reduction of mycorrhizal fungus growthin
invaded soil, and then demonstrated similar reduction in the growth of
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), Red Maple (Acer rubrum), and White
Ash (Faxinus americana).

So Garlic Mustard not only takes over from native species by filling in
space where they would grow, it also chemically inhibits the native’s
growth.
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Please check the date at the bottom of your mailing label. Itisyour
VNPS membership expiration date. If your membership has
expired, please contact VNPS at 540-837-1600.

Purple Fringeless Orchid
Platanthera peramoena
USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database/
Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913.
Illustrated flora of the northern
states and Canada. Vol. 1. 559.
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