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White’s Mill BioBlitz 2009– Marjorie Prochaska SUMMER 2009 

Fauquier County has recently acquired a 70-acre tract of land east of Warrenton along Cedar Run adjacent 
to the White’s Mill subdivision.  The land currently includes 1.1 miles of multi-use trails built by the 
developer.  The County plans to preserve the property to protect the Cedar Run stream valley and plans to 
connect the tract with other parcels circling the town. 

An inventory of the site is fundamental to developing a management plan.  Last September the Fauquier 
County Parks and Recreation Department held its first BioBlitz.  VNPS Piedmont Chapter members 
Jocelyn Sladen, Carrie Blair and Marjorie Prochaska volunteered to inventory the herbaceous plants and 
shrubs.  Someone from the Virginia Department of Forestry had already surveyed the trees.  People were 
there to look at water quality and to search for macro invertebrates, amphibians, and reptiles.  Birders had 
made their initial inventory and discovered wood duck, yellow warbler and northern waterthrush. 

We recorded over fifty plant species, none particularly unusual, but, sadly, many invasive.  This spring the 
County repeated the BioBlitz, and Carrie and Marjorie surveyed a new trail section.  There was a healthy 
population of Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica) throughout, and signs of perhaps a previous dwelling—
iris, crocus, and a non-native but noninvasive Sweet Cherry (Prunus avium).  The most shocking find for 
me was the Hardy Orange (Poncirus trifoliate).  I had never seen it before.  If you want an impenetrable 
hedge, which can keep out man and beast and seriously injure them in the process, this is the shrub for 
you.  It has dreadful thorns, well over an inch long, and is seriously invasive.  I targeted this for removal 
ASAP.  The good County people mentioned spraying.  I protested, suggesting that mechanical removal 
would be much kinder to the environment.  Maybe an Eagle Scout project? 

We looked at a triangle of land containing large single specimens of many old trees—White Ash, Black 
Cherry, Black Walnut, Tulip Poplar, Sycamore, Persimmon, Sweet Gum and a Bald Cypress, complete 
with visible knees.  At the end of the triangle, disturbingly close to Route 29, were three huge gnarly old 
Red Maples.  When Carrie zeroed in on a Pecan (Carya illinoensis), out of its natural range, we puzzled 
that these trees may have been planted, possibly after the Civil War.  This would be a nice project to 
research.  When funds permit, the County would like to develop this triangle into a teaching/learning area 
for school children.  The interior area is a grassy plain, and it would lend itself to such responsible 
development. 

The County plans to preserve the remaining area as a stream bed.  There are no plans to develop playing 
fields for instance.  The trail is presently not accessible by car, so it is utilized mostly by neighboring 
residents for jogging and strolling.  Thankfully there was not a lot of litter, and when we crossed the bridge 
to leave, half a dozen turtles were dozing on logs in the water beneath us. 
 
Piedmont Chapter  Sponsors Ranunculaceae–Richard Stromberg 

The Flora of Virginia project has allowed donors who have given $4,000 to become sponsors of a plant 
family.  Our chapter has donated that amount over the years since the Flora project began.  Since the 
Piedmont Chapter’s plant logo, Curlyheads (Clematis ochroleuca) is in the Ranunculaceae family, the 
Chapter board has chosen to sponsor that family.  The board also agreed to begin a second sponsorship, to 
be completed before publication in 2012.  A drawing and photo of Curlyheads can be seen on the last page 
of this newsletter.
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The Virginia Native 
Plant Society (VNPS), 
founded as the Virginia 
Wildflower Society in 
1982, is a non-profit 
organization of people 
who share an interest in 
Virginia's wild plants 
and habitats and a 
concern for their 
protection. 

 

The Piedmont Chapter 
is a geographically 
defined sub-group of 
VNPS in the northern 
point of Virginia east of 
the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains.  It includes 
Loudoun, Fauquier, 
Culpeper, Rappahan-
nock, Warren, Clarke, 
and Frederick counties. 
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quarterly by the Pied-
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Permission is granted to 
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credit to the source. 
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www.vnps.org/chapters/
piedmont/ 
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piedmontvnps@ 
gmail.com 
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How could a nice tree like Bradford Pear  turn out so wrong? –Cathy 
Mayes 

For a formal landscape, the Bradford Pear was the perfect tree.  It is beautiful in 
the spring, bursting in small white flowers just as the weather begins to turn, 
heralding the new season.  It is beautiful in summer, with its trim, conical shape.  
It is beautiful in the fall, when the leaves turn bronze and purple.  It is 
remarkably resistant to disease and pests.  It isn’ t messy.  It grows well in a wide 
variety of soils and climates, including the disturbed area around new home 
developments.  When it was first introduced its fruit were sterile because the 
trees were all clones of one cultivar, which would not self-fertilize, so it didn’ t 
show up where it wasn’ t supposed to.  What more could you ask for? 

The Bradford Pear did have one small problem:  its branches grew nearly 
upright, close to the main trunk, and as the trees aged, they tended to break off.  
This problem was the seed of its downfall.  Wet snow, high winds, and ice 
storms broke the branches of Bradford Pear at the crotch.  After a couple of 
episodes of bad weather, the tree lost its lovely conical shape. Worse, the broken 
tree often sent up dense packs of root sprouts, making the tree look bushy, and 
some of the sprouts grew large thorns. 

The Bradford pear is a cultivar of the Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana), a native 
of Korea and China.  The cultivar was developed by the United State 
Department of Agriculture and first released in Maryland in the mid 1900s.  A 
quarter century later, when breeders saw how the Bradford Pear tended to break 
apart, new cultivars of the Callery Pear were developed and released in the 
marketplace.   

The fruit of the new hybrids interbreed with the Bradford Pear to produce large 
quantities of fertile seed.  Starlings and other birds eat the fruit and plant hybrid 
pear trees in places people never intended them to grow.  It is particularly 
noticeable in the spring.  Today pear trees bloom along roadsides, in parks, in 
woodlots, and along stream beds.  They crowd out native vegetation that is 
adapted to the landscape and that provides food and shelter to less-generalist 
species of birds.   

To make matters worse, the volunteer trees that grow from the seeds of the 
Bradford Pear and its new cousins do not breed “ true” .  This generation of trees 
has characteristics of the ancestral Callery Pear that are not desirable in 
landscapes, like its thorns and its tendency to form suckers.  And when cut, the 
tree regrows from the roots, making it difficult to eradicate. 

Today nobody should plant a Bradford Pear.  If you are looking for a small tree 
for a formal setting, we recommend these native alternatives:  Black Haw 
(Viburnum prunifloium), Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis), Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis), Fringetree (Chionanthus virginicus), and Southern 
arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum).  Although we strongly prefer people plant 
natives, there are also cultivated apple, cherry, and plum trees that produce 
lovely spring blooms, stay small and are non-invasive.  Chose an alternative to 
the Bradford Pear and your neighbors will thank you for years to come. 
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Editor©s Corner- Richard Stromberg 

The display at Thompson Wildlife 
Management Area this spring was 
spectacular again.  An estimated 33 
million Large-flowered Trillium (T. 
grandiflorum) grow there.  I did not 
count them, but I did count the 
Nodding Trillium (T. cernuum).  
While Nodding Trillium is not 
endangered world-wide it is 
classified as imperiled (at high risk 
of extirpation from the state due to 
very restricted range, very few 
populations) in Virginia.  They are 
next to the Appalachian Trail at a 
seep at the bottom of the hill two-
thirds of a mile north of the 
Marjorie Arundel Trail, where the 
Piedmont Chapter had its annual 
May Trillium walk May 3.  
Marjorie Prochaska counted seven 
when she hiked with Potomac 
Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) 
Naturalist Bob Pickett on May 2.  I 
found them too when I led the 
PATC Midweek Hikers on May 6.   
The next day, I went with Bob 
Pickett to Trumbo Hollow, an area 
along the AT south of Interstate 66, 
to count Nodding Trillium as part 
of the National Park Service 
Appalachian Trail Natural Heritage 
Inventory and Monitoring Program.  
From 2001 to 2004, the count 
ranged from 250 to 350 plants.  
Then an invasive alien removal 
program began, particularly 
removal of large Tree of Heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima).  Starting in 
2007, we have counted over 2,000 
plants each year.  Very few of them 
have flowers, but the young plants 
will produce. 

The Midweek Hikers thought the 
Nodding Trillium was “unimpres-
sive” , and it is when compared to 
the masses of Large-flowered 
Trillium (T. grandiflo-rum).  Later 
I saw Hairyfruit Chervil 
(Chaerophyllum tainturieri), with 
flowers less than a millimeter in 
diameter, really unimpressive. 

- Richard Stromberg 
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Calendar  of Events 

 
Sunday June 14 1pm   Second Sunday Walk In Shenandoah 
National Park Warren County.  We will look at the flora, geology, and 
scenery around Compton Gap in Shenandoah National Park.  Meet at 
the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center near Skyline Drive  mile marker 5 in 
the North Section of the Park at 1pm and then drive to Compton Gap.  
We will first do an easy half mile walk north on the Appalachian and 
Dickey Ridge Trails to Fort Windom Rocks.  Then we will turn around 
and go back past the cars to do a more difficult hike up Compton Peak 
to the Shenandoah Valley overlook and the Basalt Columnar Fault.  If 
you want to picnic before the walk, come to the Dickey Ridge Picnic 
Grounds just south of the Visitor Center at noon.  For more details 
contact Richard Stromberg 540-631-0212/risy@embarqmail.com 

 
 

American Chestnut Propagation  Help breed Chestnut trees.  

Saturday, June 6, 8–noon, Pollination Training & Mosby Run 
Orchard Work Party. Bring lunch; some snacks and drinks provided. 

Wednesday June 10 & Saturday June 13, 7am Fauquier Bagging 
meet at Marshall (Subject to change) 

Wednesday June 17 & Saturday, June 20, 7:00 am Fauquier 
Pollination meet at Marshall (Subject to change) 

Saturday September 26, 7:00 am Harvest meet at Marshall (Subject 
to change) 

To register:  Email: vachestnut@verizon.net or call (540) 364-1922 
Virginia Chapter of The American Chestnut Foundation P.O. Box 158, 
Marshall, VA  20116 (Open M, W, F  9-1) 
Directions:  From Warrenton, take Route 17 north to Marshall; from 
Fairfax, take I-66 to 1st Marshall exit. Go past McDonalds. Do not turn 
into shopping center, but bear right onto Old Stockyard Road. At stop 
sign, turn left on Main Street (Rt. 55). Office address is 8266 E. Main: 
a brick house on right hand side with Chestnut split rail.  

 

Saturday July 11  Second Sunday Walk 
Join Shenandoah Chapter trip to the Cranberry Glades in WV 

 

Sunday August 9 1pm Second Sunday Walk Shenandoah NP 
Stonyman Summit.  Meet at the Little Stony Man Parking Lot at 
Skyline Drive mile marker 38.  Contact Cathy Mayes 
MayesCD@aol.com or 540-364-4525 
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Please check the date at the bottom of your mailing label below.  It 
is your VNPS membership expiration date.  If your membership 
has expired, please contact VNPS at 540-837-1600. 
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